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June 27, 2006

Betty Gould, Regulations Officer

Division of Regulatory Affairs, Records Access & Policy Liaison
Indian Health Service

801 Thompson Avenue, Suite 450

Rockville, Maryland 20852

Re: Comments on Proposed Régulations regarding “Medicare-Like Rates”
Dear Ms. Gould;

Tanana Chiefs Conference carries out programs of the Indian Health Service (IHS) under the Indian Self-
Determination and Education Assistance Act, 25 U.S.C. 450 et seq Like IHS direct operated programs
and other tribal programs, we are reliant on contract health services to acquire many- crmcal health
scmcee for our beneficiaries. We strongly endorse these proposed regulations. - :

Contract health services (CHS) funding is extremely limited, as is the THS. fundmg 0vera.ll Many health
needq of our patients must go unmet due to the limitations in funding. These regulations; Whu:h impose a
ceilmg on the amount Medicare-participating hospitals, can charge for services provided to individuals
covered by IHS or tribal CHS programs or on referral from urban organizations. l'Ihe amountthat can be
charged is bascd ona slightly smphﬁed version of the rates Medicare would pay, 1f it wcf;éathe direct

gressed We strongly support each of these provisions.

'I‘he prows;ons assure that limited Federal funds are used to the greatest advantage f“‘l"hey w111 lead
directly to 1mproved access to necessary care by Amencan Indians an
restrictions that have existed with rcg,ard to access:to ggmtract hcal
that thcse new rcgulatlons are hkely io savc some lives. S

ey ?:-h;;:-z\_ 2

rates for ac!;iltlonal patlent scrwces - We believe the i 1mportancc of these regulatlons outweighs such
concerns and that Msdlcare rate: settmg h&s built in protﬁcuons agamst rates that are too low to be
reasonable. ' ;

We appreciate the effort made by the IHS and Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) in
promulgating these regulations and look forward to their immediate implementation.

Sincerely,

TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE

Yosee

Jerty Isaac, Chairman & President

Tanana Chiefs Conference is a unified voice advancing Tribal governments, economic and social development, promoting physical

and mental wellness, educational opportunities and protecting language, traditional and cultural values.



